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with a shot that passed between the Petrel and the
Raleigh. The Boston, Concord, Raleigh, and Mc-
Culloch returned the fire with a few shots. One
8-inch shell from the Boston seemed to be effective.
After firing three times El Fraile was silent. There
was no demonstration whatever from the Caballo
battery, with its three 6-inch modern rifles, no ex-
plosion of mines, and no other resistance. We were
safely within the bay. The next step was to locate
the Spanish squadron and engage it.

Afterward we heard various explanations of why
we were not given a warmer reception as we passed
through. Some of the officers in the El Fraile bat-
tery said that their dilatoriness in opening fire was
due to the fact that their men were ashore at Punta
Lasisi and could not get off to their guns in time
after they heard of the squadron's approach. An
eye-witness on Corregidor informed me that our
squadron was perfectly visible as it was passing
through the entrance, but for some extraordinary
reason the commanding officer gave no orders to the
batteries to open fire.

Perhaps the enemy thought that he had done all
that was necessary by cutting off the usual lights
on Corregidor and Caballo Islands and San Nicolas
Shoals for guiding mariners, and he expected that
without pilots and without any knowledge of the
waters we would not be guilty of such a foolhardy at-
tempt as entering an unlighted channel at midnight.le battery openeddown and finally theltr ^juc-
